CHAPTER XVII

AMERICAN   RECREATION

Kansas City.

FROM the dark thoughts of the preceding chapter
it is a relief to turn to the subject of this* We
are now on the bright side and about to consider
one of the most promising currents in American
life. For six months past I have been wandering
by the banks of that cheerful stream and seen
many a desert place, in great cities and elsewhere,
converted by its waters into gardens and fruitfiil
fields.

The recreation of the people both juvenile and
adult has become to a high degree in many
American cities a matter of public concern* All
over the country I have encountered large and
enlightened groups of men and women eagerly
discussing " the problem of leisure/' now brought
into unwelcome prominence in the form of
enforced leisure consequent on economic depres-
sion, and otherwise known as " unemployment/*
What is to be done with the vast amounts of time
and human energy released by the applications
of science to industry ?

The question indeed is by no means new in
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